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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claimi have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2a. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being unpatentable 
over Allport, US 6,104,334 in view of Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

In considering claim 3, 
The claimed an information processing device having a TV display function and 
provided with a small display device in addition to a display device for the 
information processing device, which possesses a function of handling plural 
input sources for TV output and a function of displaying information of a currently 
selected input source of the plural input sources on the small display device 
wherein the information processing device determines whether an information 
processing function or a television function is to be performed and providing a 
source of data to be displayed on the small display device based on the 
determination is met by Allport which discloses a system for dual-display 
interaction, where the system includes a TV (80), Base station (75) and remote 
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control (10), where the base station can also be incorporated in either the TV or 
remote (Fig 2, col 9, line 19-34). The remote control (10) (small display device), 
includes a display screen 15 (col 7, line 2-4), where the remote control can also 
function as a regular portable TV (col 5, line 1-4). The remote control affords the 
user the ability to view multiple data streams using two different displays, one 
being the TV (80) and the second being the remote's own display screen. As 
shown in Figure 3, base station 8 receives multiple input sources, including 
HTML data 95 and digital data (A) and analog data (B) from signal 85 (i.e. 
broadcast TV, satellite TV, VCR, Laser Disc, DVD, cable TV etc). 

Regarding the determining whether an information processing function or 
television function is to be perfonned is met by base station 75 which receives all 
the data streams (i.e. broadcast TV, cable TV, satellite TV, a VCR, laser disc, 
DVD and information from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and acts as a 
switching station by determining whether to send the data streams (or parts 
thereof) to the TV 80, to the remote 10, to both, or to neither. Thus based upon 
the desired signal by the viewer of the remote, whether it's TV signal or non-TV 
(information signal) determines the function (displaying a non-TV signal or a TV 
signal) to be performed, which is then displayed on the remotes display. 

However, Allport does not explicitly recite "a predetermined start control 
set by a user". 

Allport does disclose the determining via base station 75 which receives 
all the data streams (i.e. broadcast TV, cable TV, satellite TV, a VCR, laser disc, 
DVD and information from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and acts as a 
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switching station by determining whether to send the data streams (or parts 
thereof) to the TV 80, to the remote 10, to both, or to neither. 

The setting of a predetermined start control by a user to selectively apply 
power to a particular element/block is conventional in the art. 

The examiner relies on the applicant's own admitted prior art (page 5, last 
paragraph), which states that it is possible to program the priority to be given to 
information display of the information processing device or TV display when 
turning on the power supply of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allport which discloses the determining 
whether to switch/send data streams to the TV and/or remote or neither, with 
AAPA by affording the user the conventional capability to set what device is 
powered when power is turned on, which would provide the user the 
unnecessary steps of switching/selecting to the desired device/function. 

In considering claim 4, 

The claimed an information processing device liaving a TV display 
function and provided witti a small display device in addition to a display device 
for the infonvation processing device, wherein TV sound volume information is 
displayed on the small display device wherein the information processing device 
determines whether an infomiation processing function or a television function is 
to be performed and providing a source of data to be displayed on the small 
display device based on the determination is met by Allport which discloses a 
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system for dual-display interaction, where the system includes a TV (80), Base 
station (75) and remote control (10), where the base station can also be 
incorporated in either the TV or remote (Fig 2, col 9, line 19-34). As disclosed by 
Allport, the additional display screen (LCD 15 of remote 10) can display status 
information during attribute adjustment (e.g., to volume, contrast, color, tint, 
brightness, sound etc.) (col 3, line 63 to col 4, line 3). 

Regarding the determining whether an information processing function or 
television function is to be performed is met by base station 75 which receives 
ail the data streams (i.e. broadcast TV, cable TV, satellite TV, a VCR, laser disc, 
DVD and information from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and acts as a 
switching station by determining whether to send the data streams (or parts 
thereof) to the TV 80, to the remote 10, to both, or to neither. Thus based upon 
the desired signal by the viewer of the remote, whether it's TV signal or non-TV 
(information signal) determines the function (displaying a non-TV signal or a TV 
signal) to be performed, which is then displayed on the remotes display. 

Refer to claim 4 above, regarding the limitation pertaining to the setting of 
a predetermined start control by a user to selectively apply power to a particular 
element/block is conventional in the art. 
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2b. Claims 1 , 2 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Allport US 6,097,441 in view of Allport 6,104,334 and 
applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA). 
In considering claims 1 and 5-6, 

The claimed an information processing device tiaving a television display 
function and provided with a small display device in addition to a display device 
for the information processing device, wherein, when a power supply is turned 
on, a TV picture is displayed on the display device and TV sound is output, an 
operating state and a starting state of the information processing device is 
displayed on the small display device, wherein the information processing device 
determines whether an information processing function or a television function is 
to be performed and providing a source of data to be displayed on the small 
display device based on the determination. 

Allport discloses a system for dual-display interaction, where the system includes 
a TV (80), Base station (75) and remote control (10), where the base station can 
also be incorporated in either the TV or remote (Fig 2, col 9, line 19-34). The 
remote control (10) (small display device), includes a display screen 15 (col 7, 
line 2-4), where the remote control can also function as a regular portable TV (col 
5, line 1-4). The remote control affords the user the ability to view multiple data 
streams using two different displays, one being the TV (80) and the second being 
the remote's own display screen. The remote is able to control the TV 80 and 
also various consumer devices and appliances which respond to the remotes 
commands. Thus when the remote turns on the TV 80 (power supply is tumed 
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on), the TV 80 will display the selected channel along with the audio of the 
selected channel. Regarding the determining whether an information processing 
function or television function is to be performed is met by base station 75 which 
receives all the data streams (i.e. broadcast TV, cable TV. satellite TV, a VCR, 
laser disc, DVD and information from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and 
acts as a switching station by determining whether to send the data streams (or 
parts thereof) to the TV 80, to the remote 1 0. to both, or to neither. Thus based 
upon the desired signal by the viewer of the remote, whether it's TV signal or 
non-TV (information signal) determines the function (displaying a non-TV signal 
or a TV signal) to be performed, which is then displayed on the remotes display. 

Regarding the operating state and starting state. Allport incorporates the 
entire disclosure US application 09/001873 (now US Patent 6,104.334) into the 
disclosure of US 6.097,441 (col 1 . line 6-13), Allport discloses in the '441 that 
physical actuating buttons my include push buttons, switches, sliders or other 
mechanisms..." (col 6, line 21-27). Allport discloses the functions of the buttons 
vary, where common functions may include a power on/off, a help button, and a 
mode switching button wherein the remote is switched from a viewing mode to a 
control mode. Allport then discloses that a more detailed explanation of the 
possible operations and function of the buttons is set forth in the '334 patent. 

Allport, '334, discloses that the remote control includes programmable 
function keys and a graphical display to show status and help information on the 
devices being controlled and allows the consumer to browse, select or otherwise 
manipulate data related to the control of the consumer devices (col 4, line 28-39). 
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The on-display help also simplifies the initial device configuration and status and 
other feedback information is available on-display during actual operation (col 5, 
line 23-33). Allport also discloses that passwords and filters may be 
programmed into the remote to limit or deny access to certain information (i.e. 
parental control) (col 5, line 33-44). Allport also discloses that while viewing a 
TV program, the audio output can be changed to the audio from another room in 
the house (col 10, line 1 1-1 7). As to the operating state and starting state, 
Allport discloses that the remote screen 15 allows the consumer to monitor and 
control the current status of the devices, the future tasks scheduled to be 
performed by the devices and the prior history of the tasks to be performed (col 
10. line 18-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allport '441 which discloses a hand-held 
portable remote control with an integrated video display capable of displaying full 
motion video in combination with the capability that allows interaction between 
the TV or other primary display and the hand-held display, with Allport '334 by 
providing the user the ability to monitor/control the devices via the remote where 
the user can view tasks that have been completed, current tasks and those that 
are pending (future), thereby giving the user optimum control of the system. 

However, Allport does not explicitly recite "a predetermined start control 
set by a user". 

Allport does disclose the determining via base station 75 which receives 
all the data streams (i.e. broadcast TV, cable TV, satellite TV, a VCR, laser disc. 
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DVD and information from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and acts as a 
switching station by determining whether to send the data streams (or parts 
thereof) to the TV 80, to the remote 10, to both, or to neither. 

The setting of a predetermined start control by a user to selectively apply 
power to a particular element/block is conventional in the art. 

The examiner relies on the applicant's own admitted prior art (page 5, last 
paragraph), which states that it is possible to program the priority to be given to 
information display of the information processing device or TV display when 
turning on the power supply of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allport/Allport which discloses the determining 
whether to switch/send data streams to the TV and/or remote or neither, and also 
allowing the user to view tasks that have been completed, current tasks and 
those that are pending (future), thereby giving the user optimum control of the 
system, with AAPA by affording the user the conventional capability to set what 
device is powered when power is turned on, which would provide the user the 
unnecessary steps of switching/selecting to the desired device/function. 

In considering claim 2, 
The claimed an information processing device having a TV display function and 
provided with a small display device in addition to a display device for information 
processing device, wherein a currently selected TV channel number and TV 
channel information is displayed on the small display device wherein the 
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information processing device determines whether an information processing 
function or a television function is to be performed and providing a source of data 
to be displayed on the small display device based on the determination is met by 
Allport which discloses a system for dual-display interaction, where the system 
includes a TV (80), Base station (75) and remote control (10), where the base 
station can also be incorporated in either the TV or remote (Fig 2, col 9, line 19- 
34). The remote control (10) (small display device), includes a display screen 15 
(col 7, line 2-4), where the remote control can also function as a regular portable 
TV (col 5, line 1-4). The remote control affords the user the ability to view 
multiple data streams using two different displays, one being the TV (80) and the 
second being the remote's own display screen. Regarding the determining 
whether an information processing function or television function is to be 
performed is met by base station 75 which receives all the data streams (i.e. 
broadcast TV, cable TV, satellite TV. a VCR, laser disc, DVD and information 
from the internet) (Fig 2, col 9, line 46-65), and acts as a switching station by 
determining whether to send the data streams (or parts thereof) to the TV 80, to 
the remote 10, to both, or to neither. Thus based upon the 
desired signal by the viewer of the remote, whether it's TV signal or non-TV 
(information signal) determines the function (displaying a non-TV signal or a TV 
signal) to be performed, which is then displayed on the remotes display. 

Regarding the display of the selected TV channel number and TV channel 
information. 
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Allport '441 incxjrporates the entire disclosure of US 6,104,334 
(application 09/001873) which states that the remote control 10, includes a first 
area 146 which is used to display a description 150 of the current program being 
watched on the primary display, the information includes the source of the picture 
entertainment channel, that station or channel, the name of the program and the 
start and end time of the picture entertainment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allport '441 which discloses a hand-held 
portable remote control with an integrated video display capable of displaying full 
motion video in combination with the capability that allows interaction between 
the TV or other primary display and the hand-held display, with Allport '334 by 
providing the user the ability to view the information related (i.e. channel 
station/name of program etc..) to the selected program on the remote, in order to 
provide the viewer the details/contents of the program being viewed. 

Refer to claim 1 above, regarding the limitation pertaining to the setting of 
a predetermined start control by a user to selectively apply power to a particular 
element/block is conventional in the art. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
setforth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to tiiis final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1,1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brian Yenke whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9871 . The examiner work schedule is Monday-Thursday, 0730-1830 
hrs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's Supervisor, John W. Miller, can be reached at (703)305-4795. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). Any inquiry of a 
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general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is 
(703)305-HELP. 

General information about patents, trademarks, products and 
services offered by the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO), and other related information is available by contacting the 
USPTO's General Information Services Division at: 

800-PTO-91 99 or 703-308-HELP 

(FAX) 703-305-7786 

(TDD) 703-305-7785 

An automated message system is available 7 days a week, 24 
hours a day providing informational responses to frequently asked 
questions and the ability to order certain documents. Customer service 
representatives are available to answer questions, send materials or 
connect customers with other offices of the USPTO from 8:30 a.m. - 
8:00p.m. EST/EDT, Monday-Friday excluding federal holidays. 

For other technical patent information needs, the Patent Assistance 
Center can be reached through customer service representatives at the 
above numbers, Monday through Friday (except federal holidays) from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST/EDT. 
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General information brochures can also be obtained in person from 
the Patent Search Room located in Crystal Plaza 3, Room 1 A03, 2021 
South Clark Place, Arlington, VA 22202, 

The Patent Electronic Business Center (EBC) allows USPTO 
customers to retrieve data, check the status of pending actions, and 
submit information and applications. The tools currently available in the 
Patent EBC are Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) and the 
Electronic Filing System (EPS). 

PAIR (http://pair,uspto.gov) provides customers direct secure access to 
their own patent application status information, as well as to general 
patent information publicly available. EPS allows customers to 
electronically file patent application documents securely via the Internet. 
EPS is a system for submitting new utility patent applications and pre- 
grant publication submissions in electronic publication-ready form. EPS 
Includes software to help customers prepare submissions in extensible 
Markup Language (XML) format and to assemble the various parts of the 
application as an electronic submission package. EPS 
also allows the submission of Computer Readable Pormat (CRP) 
sequence listings for pending biotechnology patent applications, which 
were filed in paper form. ^ \l i L/s 





